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Background and Objective: Vemal keratoconjunctivitis (VKC) is a chronic, bilateral
allergic inflammatory disorder affecting the conjunctiva, upper tarsal plate, and cornea,
with a relatively low prevalence. It predominantly affects children and young adults
aged 1 to 25 years, with a reported male predominance. The primary symptoms include
intense pruritus, accompanied by epiphora, photophobia, foreign body sensation, and
burning. Thick, rope-like mucous discharge is frequently observed on the eyelids.
Additionally, pseudoptosis may occur. These signs and symptoms can fluctuate
throughout the year, typically exacerbating during the spring and summer seasons and
subsiding in colder periods. The disease presents in three main clinical forms: palpebral,
limbal, and mixed. This study aimed to determine the prevalence of vernal
keratoconjunctivitis (VKC) among patients who presented to the outpatient department
(OPD) of a tertiary eye hospital in Shahr-e-Ara during the Hijri year 1401.

Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study involved the collection and
recording of data from the medical records of all patients who attended the outpatient
department of the tertiary eye hospital during the Hijri year 1401.

Results: Over a one-year period (from the beginning of Hamal to the end of Hoot
1401 AH), out of a total of 26,000 patient visits to the tertiary eye hospital, 312
patients were diagnosed with vernal keratoconjunctivitis. The prevalence of VKC at
this hospital in the year 1401 AH was 1.2%. Among these patients, 228 (73.1%)
were male and 84 (26.9%) were female.

Conclusion: The prevalence of vernal keratoconjunctivitis at the tertiary eye hospital
in the year 1401 AH was 1.2%, with males and individuals under twenty years of age
exhibiting the highest rates of affliction. These findings may contribute to a better
understanding of the epidemiology of this condition within the studied population.
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Biotechnology, 3 (2), 1-9.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Kateb University.



https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

TYAR-NIVA s sl LLs
TYAR-NIAS 1 Sig sl Lo
kimsb.kateb.edu.af : w yoT Juos!

o e
“b/ dof ot ’y ()
https://kjmsb.kateb.edu.af :cq bw v:’-/ L{J’J”‘{.’U:é(/ } ’

1\'lé§A9

S Gaiingy

Kateb University

AL 53 (6sle U 7) )le o gl g 5 Olaslg & g

o (5 21 F o) Sl 0 15T yo iy (o) g3

HTZRVESIE RESRVEI @“5,5.; Al Coos

rahmatnazari.di@gmail.com : J.e,
haidari.hanifd3@gmail.com : el . oy lwilisl « blS (515 giimgs ccbo Sy oliwl .

oS>

Ao Ot

4y @Vb Shdadie 81 53 5 (aje (s Sl S ()l U 3 Ban g Ao
JLo YO o My g 535 Btae 53,13 VLS 35 53 oS b fous &S ol i
ol oMo sl 0 SBIS 5 ) i oy 23 Lbye ol e S e s |y
i 5 (2B e ool ((19898) 595 J o e300 Sl Lol pom epas ()6 Jols
omizmed Dgd oo odalie LS (o el Wile atdy ¢ Lule | bl cldy il e
2 ol (e podle oyl amd &y cunl (Sas 35 (Pseudo ptosis) b G Sakl
el 30 b > 8y A i 5 g Jpb 55 5 033 st Jlo S Jgbo
Lo ¢ (Limbal) e ((Palpebral) S : Suls JSi dw (s> [y opl g
(VKC) (s)lae csiiSioxls' 915" g0us ol3n e (3625 ol San .l (Mixed)
(OPD)  (pby sl i & omas Vo Jlo b 385 ol (o ol
03" s po 1Ty i gonn 5 3105

5 Sloglae dan 1) &S 39y (i — oy adllle K adllae pl 1 3alod B9,
U550 4 gmned V) Lo 50 45 Wags 0ad b g (gl @er (Slas e (sladungd
VALY bb)f d.t>‘).o T EWERY PHESES ua\a).u.' Slolre

E900m0 I (Lomnasd (5o VE 4N Q?}]UJ»JQJ)JMQJQE)J:&ML;MQ
ol CuguiSizslS il Sy Moy 1o VIV uuiis guuny 5 B0 4y oiiSans o Y5+ o+
owosd (520 VF) Jlo o ablas (pld VKC goud (5 g s 03> sy
39 55 (7 YER) 485 AF 9350 (7 VXN) 45 VYA ¢l po 3o oplil g 72 VY

Wod Jlo 0 i ()t SBLS 3 (5)loe CusuSosligl s gond 16 pSeons
ol 0y s 1y Ml s o i S G 05 3081 g 3 p0 930 72 VY cnadd
S S8 adlllan 3y90 Cume )3 Uoye il STl yine Sy 4 Al e laadly

Wlio g5

gy Al

VE-YN\Y/-0 2l s gy
VEY/- 510 syl b
VEYT- A 15l g0

VE-¥/ /-8 1kl g b

153l slaodly

Sl CugeSiglS
$llad ggsi ((VKC)

2 (ke 45) o)l CogusSionls g1 )S" Slaly £ aui (VF+F) i dosro ((gyhe el Cuary o4 )l Dl
NV Y ol 5l3iSie g b pole doliliafyd  pundVE N Jluyd 1] 0 iy ooy 5 a3 aS



https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

A\

V¥F.¥ Ul’.’«u) 9 U|)> 9> o)l.mf: Pgw Jlu

399559 5 (b pole (i — (ole doliliadyd

[y

v ad SV Y Sy Ll ity g 35 a5 > (5o 5) 8l CuSndlS 31,8 bl g0

doddo .Y

o & Conl > 40 )8 5 (VL Sy daiile 48)bg3 5 (g0 (Sl Sl G yle A
Eomd (V) S o Gl Iy JWo YO U Y o oUles 5 8555 Baas g 3l YLS )5 5o (oS Liws
b oher s G5 Jols ol wdle ol 05 IS 05 3 i oloye > e
g bale (bbre cloudy .l (hjgw g ()6 pua lusl ((29853) )98 Jl oy sy Sl
OSee 3 (Pseudo ptosis) S a8 Solsl ¢ yisrod g o odnlie LSl jd el diloans,
i3 el g )lae Jguad )3 5 0392 eite Jlo o Jsbo )3 Canl (e oMo (I (¥) 298 Bly o
(Palpebral) ¢ S () ol (SidS” JS0 dus (glyls (o opl B9 dtud] 3 pw Juad j> 4 adly
(Mixed) .k 4 (Limbal) Jle)

04 (Chemosis) (yw jsesS 5 (Hyperemia) Lo yuls ;o> S dauaio (Palpebral) (L S5 5o
)3 (Papilla) by ddlais (¥) 39 o0 cuies (Diffuse PHP) o gl o jad> bawg s oyl 45
Iy (Cobblestones) jgiwl LS pb dy (58 Ko 0yl2i0 g 5,8 0 355 4 (2l x> S5 5 ol
5L (Giant Papilla)cS, 35 Job pb @ a5 oud diws (L ML wuad &Yl (o 9 2 o )l
ogred 4l dedle (Ab s g (Bdema) Loyl oSy b (Limbal) Jled JS5 (Y) 3,5 e
NI Jy 43,5 555 4y |y ) s desciie 0D weid ¢ e by b &5 Canl Lo (Limbus)
bolce (g Sy IS5 4 5 005 iy Ul o] £Vl o 005 e 5 pliiod Aniie > o
YL (Eosinophil) Judsis 555l <S5 dutuw jodo bl liseads 23 o ol olale waeed 4l )
2 (V) 298 o0 0030 wgeed 4l ;5 163,50 b (Tanta’s dots) ¢ wigd (il 5 pb & a5 Mol o4,
wogred 4ol ) on g SS9 dedie (Vb (o250 ClpeiS o (Mixed) dalies JS5 5> ol
P ol Slegdy (nyiin g Sl Jgome yid Gl g )l Jad 3 (20 cnl Dgde 0
Pl 25 lgn 5 ol b bl

b lge & gl JWid 4 355 (pl (VKC) c)le 4 goud Cupmdg LS Cuponl &y a2y |
- Gl oawlus!

dp 4 e auye YA g (QleShrdin) joedS 30 T Jlo > & s S

AYA 9350 VY 0uilS dnlye (s pe o o jl 45 a0 0 LS g 4185 050 (VKC) sl
659D aiod ) (£)85 4l H)3 Jlo VO B VY 09,3 oy ol ladly oy yiiis 45 il o390 5
VAN 2905 33 (ylee 3 goms o plool ciSo (1,8 (gYL b ool jaiS )3 oYV Jlo jd oS
353 (L YOWA 5 sy (2 FONYO (VKC) ¢5lae a5 4 Mo 5,515 YYY alor 5l aS 05 ()55 7
Jloys &S adss ) (V) .l 0id <l Jlo AY Gadss oplyd (b S dw Lawgl .24 Wl 034
by 7 AD 3935 13 (gl A Egud b pbul ,a5 VY (YL Lol oS Gondar el ,> oY+ VS
D Bremond-Gignac,J lewg a5 (gladllas (A) .aitily oy Jlo YA 5 Baios cpl Jolis 01,81 .0y )



WWo¥ s g 35 oo ojlod spg Jlo / 3 (5350535 5 (b psle ¢ s — (ole aslilaby ¥

ATV N ever gl A3 and 18,8 yao VKC 3)50 13 bg,l ye 5> Donadieu, A Leonardi
e A N o) LML gl A5 ggnd 9 ol alate ) (slaoszsly 3 (4855 03 8
VKC»,40 ;3 Gambella Ethiopia ye.s 3 oY+ YA Jlw j3 a5 b ;o (1) bl o (425 532 00 8
ol ods 8l Z NN Lo 55 (oylop A5 o 0aiiS 8 1 Jib OV ggamme 5l «d)S &0
(V) cal 039 Jlo ANVY 3uins plyd s bawgl s a8

15 pll et olio 3 (VKO) (5lae CosiSpss 51 g5ed oo cess 0 b adllas
ogMe 35103, axzlpo )] jos i a5 415185 OPD st dy powand VF+ ) Jlos Jgbo )3 a8 !
aido 5 S5 905 (slo o obuol 2 o] 28 s (ot ecslon ) gt SIS 30 22502 2
Lol 48,5 1,8

oS Al ye (e 3 (VKC) (ke 45 gsd (e &5 canl (ol (3085 ol Sl il e 5>
cshol law ol b 55 Sl s e VFo) Jlo )3 L ad s yt5 6l8las OPD e 4
o 03 o35 55 Cmiz 15 1 5w ] Sl o 51 28y sinlis ol 35 28 (sl S
Sl e g dor a il ( sboog)S 3 )l A gard 59Nl

BeS by ¥

2 Jw & jo &S 5y (Descriptive Cross-Sectional)  alate— tuogi 350 S ddlllas oy
W fbl.‘>:.s| INVATY) 03)5 d..o-‘).o I)T).Q(w P PRy GBS 4 oS ey Yoeos dL’bM}) <9
5 (Microsoft Excel) JusST )l58ls 5 51 eolawl b g glysctnl ol po (sladunsd 5 350 loglso
235 o5 cslio 6,1 (sl b,

(32856 Dlge -
P A Jlayye dwgd jl Gloglee ploi 039y Descriptive — Cross- Sectional  JSb 4y aslllas -yl
Gl 48,8 )18 addlles ot Wl 03 )5 danlye wuii> (65018 Al lad OPD iy ;5 (aues VF+) Lo
CalwgySule ol g 03,8 dxalye Ailblas OPD oy )0 oS Cawl (Sl o duwgd Jolid 3ad50 dlgo
Cwl SP.S,S 4 Excel

B2 digad g (g lo] dmely N-Y

il Sliales (i50 4 e Vo) Jlo 3 45 351 (a2 50 de ol 3o (5ol anol
dylge dodr (gond adllae Cunle & dngi b .bdg 03,5 dxnlye )] 0b muls o) &S3las (OPD
) dged lgic 4 (Descriptive Cross-Sectional)  calaio— tuogs ogub 4 bl daly 0055 daxn ] yo
danlyo OPD dind ) palis ooy Bl 13 panneud V¥V Lo o a8 Sl yo plos 00 a8 (S o
5 3l ol Lasudd (o)l dp ST oo ya e ¢ blie 4o il o el (VKC) )l 45 ciles,S
03,55 3225l ol 298 JooSS (L (sladogs oS (Sl ye gl 3l (3l5el gl ol
XY

o5

Y/ 4

> afed 7 6 e e 3

3
b
C.
3
&
o
C
52
1"’
3
%4
4
k.
I
¥
[
[

by o7 —




A\

V¥F.¥ ul:au) 9 U|)> 9> o)lmf: Pgw Jlu

S (559150 5 b pole o i — (alo dolilaby

N oad SV Y oy Ll ity g5 5165 3 (6o 5) (8l CugeiSionl S ludly pond

(35 odes (sl yuite Y-V

S Cpgo & (o yuiie Copmi g G BB L3 () 3)90 0des e 93 (T ()l )
oS (35 9 3y oo 09)5 93 & Sz yuiite oS (Jlop> b clppad JUo YO U I gy el
b gl ezl blo)) gy psbate 4yt ol izl 855 adlllas ol 5 09,5 93,0 5 03,5
D05 o g 5 glaen adllan 3)50 Comen ) (6l CogiSSHsS 1S g

M Joluwe ¥-¥

Slles slaJsS G 5 hinye ol Soogd 5 il OIS ] yo baosls cadllas () )3
s g ol iy ol 00 plosl Ly g9y 1 glallie S5 gr g 0025 yglaer 5290
> i g (S Jpol b @illae j S)lae ool 4 (o pod ABb el Gl pe dgie (Slogill
Cdpdy Sygo (lanye pogad

(5856 ol ¢ Loadly ¥

Jo Jol 51 &S s po 485 58 Y& SNl L Descriptive cross _sectional S & 3.5 oy
Wl 3 ol (glyls a5 a8 )T ¢ ygo Wl 03,8 danlyo i (508 Wl el 3 VFAY Joo ol BTN

5 ke A5 4 Sian (1 1.9) 55 YIY (o 45 30 Y5 pmmmo 51 6l 435 ol gond .
L3 ol yel plu (2 AAA) a5 YOSAA

e A5 (oges gomd (e NS

Prevalance
Feurn YOSAA
Yoooo
Yoron m Series 1
Y

VEF by 03,8 axslpe Sl po 10 (6)ler U5 goud oljse 45 W] o Cowd 4 IS adlllas |
Cad ZNX 1) s oy 5 G81a5 )

(VYY) 585 VYA (o)l A5 (anye 1@ YIY dlen | icguin bld 4 (gl 5 ©lably gou Y
Slodgs o5 (4 YER) 485 AFg 340



WWo¥ s g 35 oo ojlod spg Jlo / 3 (5350535 5 (b psle ¢ s — (ole aslilaby s

Coanin bl o 5log A5 Eoud 500 Y C8I,S

e

AY

Egoone S Cige

Gl 0333, ol (4 VFA) jiaS
S TEANY (Sis (Vo) s 0553 5l A5 9 10 515 31 (5o 5 olably gud ¥
E9oxo )l a5 Z FY.XY u.ijlw (Y'—\\) ‘_;&AA, 59;).) ..,\.h.)u.o M |) 4:.9‘9 VOY 4:5‘9 YyY Egoxo )1
4:.9‘9‘”\" Egoxo )‘ oS Z Y.AY u.ilL.: (YQ—Y\)L;M» 09)5 » .J&JUA W ‘) wb YFA 4:5‘9 VY

Y/ A

- > . I PRI < B . A F G'(
ubuwdlfbos)fwb‘))d)[eeAJ)JulaBlg&wu])m\"d‘; g’:‘,
v ¥
1‘0
Yo YAV CE‘_..%—
Yoo - ¥
cq,
vo. ¥
T oy YA \E‘CE—
0. e 3t
ek
Veoo c b
£ e
b 1 45
E020 =Y. Nov-vY. Yool 5L




A\

V¥F.¥ ul:au) 9 U|)> 9> o)lmf: Pgw Jlu

S (559150 5 b pole o i — (alo dolilaby

v ad SV Y Sy Ll ity g 35 a5 > (5o 5) 8l CuSndlS 31,8 bl g0

09,5 )3 LAY (Sl (Vo) Lo 09,51 (6 kg A Eoud &S D9 o0 o dnlie F' SIS adlllas L
Ol Cpyide &S dted 7 YAY (SIu(YO-YY) s 05,5 13 g luasd FVFF  Slo (Vo)) i
ool 0p3)5 Cd (Vo= o) (G 09,5 )3 )l A g

oy b

Gllad p> aS by ye ya5 e Y& Syl 4 Descriptive — Cross- Sectional S 4y 3.5 -y
03,5 dxnlyo (pwod VFo ) g olo bl U punes V¥ o olo 5T 51) Jlo 5 pd pudis (608
ol 48)5 S g0 (5l A gond L)Y polate &

5 5) Jlo S0 55 ot (g8 51ad &y 0SS asplyo (s 55 i Y5 o ] spgnd
JS g3 a8 Wl edgs (6ylae Al 4 Mo 5 YA 2l (g VFo ) g BT 6 pnes VFo) Joo
Eond bl .l 0035 b 7 VY o K ) pds w5 BLAS (5 (o)l A5 ggud
Gl 030)5 dl 3 7 AD (A) Lygl jaS 13 5 ZOAN (V) Lyoul e byeuS plo 15 ()lee 43
& o yiwd pae g (Solgls g (63,8 dalllais cole) pae ( Sldlyre Colds WlgT o coglas ) >
Vo PSP WY

Gl onds Julos iz 2 a5 5l £30d (6l U 4 Dliao Lo VIV (oo 5o 1uin i
e i 50 g dwy oo 8 VYA & LS dlawd a5 03y /4 YY) She i 53 (g5loe A ggu &S
013,55 b yd Sl i 93,0 )3 ggud ddlllan (plyd sy oo 43 AY 4 LS Slaws 4 039y /0 YEA
3955 33 9 3 A YN 53,00 VY Y oS 13 a8 Slllae slacdl)d b asllas oyl slacdl > .l
D)y Slgsted 03,5 cdlyy )5 7 YO g 350 Juasd 50 (V) Lol

Slass a8 ZFANY (Jlo Ve B+ ) i 09,5 1 (g)lee A5 4 Mo b o YVY leo 55 2y ylis ]
09,5 33 g duy oo 55 VA ol 2luas aS 7L FVF( Jlo Vo B VY) w095 53 g duoy o0 55 VOY & )]
b adlae oyl lacdl,d sl 0133)5 il oy oo 435 VY ol 4 &S 7 YAF (JLoYO b YY) s
JUWo VO B i (g )3 o (bl &5 485 g0 () eS8 Sl (slacdly
2, (Sl Goles el

SrSdonis £
1505 Uy9uiS b Lol & s B5Ud ] )3 (6l U o &8 Am3 o s adllas oyl ol
3 i Sde e 3 (o)ley U5 gand adllas pl )3 el 003,58l T VY dgas 3 a5 adg

ol Jlo G YU 1yt b Cony o (g 09,5 50 9 Eho (yuis

bodlpiuy Y
Gob 3 L 4 Lo s 1 b () Ken s g dnoly 313l alST o oy aily )
i 081yl 0,90 53 pogast 25 ©jge raile)



¥y uL..\M) 9 u|)> ®9d D)La..f; Py JL.)/ s 659]5&49.4 9 gr-b f},\:— (A — Lf"J’c MU.@.%) ,A_

9 e b 3 icumlus dlge 51 6590 5 i)l 250 )3 sy (2T s (o aily .Y

bl

o oy S iy S lolen by & oy 8 G315 (5,5 e
Cawyd 5 gols pByl Wlgs b yyh0 (glddol g by b &l lad 5,15, [SGaue ol jupo0
S ) e ye gy 35 )90 3 )

9 Ao (S & JoSo a5l ) 55)) e cdwgd olile c (Vb g 22y

o5

Y/ A

> afed 7 6 e e 3

:"lr wbds :‘grvl(q cbds <(|n 6 (v'";]n LAl

by o7 —




A\

V¥F.¥ Ul’.’«u) 9 U|)> 9> o)l.mfo Pgw Jlu

399559 5 (b pole (i — (ole doliliadyd

[y

_‘\l oo (6 VN Jloyd e it g5 8 )3 ()l 5) (65l CogeiSiosl 1,8 lly o

8. References

1. Bruschi G, Ghiglioni DG, Cozzi L, Osnaghi S, Viola F, Marchisio P. Vernal
Keratoconjunctivitis: A Systematic Review. Clin Rev Allergy Immunol. 2023
Aug;65(2):277-329. doi: 10.1007/s12016-023-08970-4. Epub 2023 Sep 2.

PMID: 37658939; PMCID: PMC10567967.

2. Chauhan G, Mathimaaran S, Chandrasekar A, Chavda VB, Mugundhan R,
Srinivasan B, lyer G, Rajagopalan M, Agarwal S. Unpacking VKC: How gender
and age shape the clinical picture. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2025 Apr 1;73(4):594-
598. doi: 10.4103/1JO.1JO 177 25. Epub 2025 Mar 27. PMID: 40146146;

PMCID: PMC120974009.

3. Kanski J.2003, Clinical Ophthalmology a systemic Approach 3rd edition
Butter worth Heinemann.pp:190,203,222,229

4. Di Zazzo A, Bonini S, Fernandes M. Adult vernal keratoconjunctivitis. Curr
Opin  Allergy  Clin Immunol. 2020  Oct;20(5):501-506.  doi:

10.1097/ACI1.0000000000000672. PMID: 32675480.

5. Kaur K, Gurnani B. Vernal Keratoconjunctivitis. 2023 Jun 11. In: StatPearls
[Internet]. Treasure Island (FL): StatPearls Publishing; 2025 Jan—. PMID: 35015458.

6. Abdus salam Arif, Bushra Aagil, Afsheen Siddiqui, Zainab Nazaneen, Umer
Farooq(2017). Prevalence of VKC in women medical college-Abbottabad-
Pkistan. Pp: 58,59,60

7. Roseline E. Duke, Friday Odey, and Stefan De Smedt Prevalence of VKC in
Public primaey School in Nigeria. Exp ophthaimolol2017,244: pp: 189-192

8. Dereje Hayilu, Kbrom Legesse, Natinael Lakachew, Mulusew
Asferaw(2016). Prevalence of VKC in Ethiopia. Ophtalmology voll15 no 3
pp:176-178

9. D Bremond-Gignac, J Donadieu, A Leoardi, P Pouliquen, Sdoan, F
Chiambarretta and another. Br J Ophthalmol 2008 92: pp,1097-1102

10. Abiy Maru Alemayehu, Betelnem Temesgen Yibekal, Sofonnias Addis
Fekadu. Prevalence of VKS in Ethiopia. PLos One2018 43:pp, 179-180





